144                              MEMOIUS OF

way of ordering their flying parties, it presently
occurred to my mind, that here was some of our
old Scots come home out of Germany, that had the
ordering of matters; and if so, I knew we were not
a match for them.

Thus we stood facing the enemy till our scouts
brought us word the whole Scots' army was in mo-
tion, and in full march to attack us; and though it
was not true, and the fear of our men doubled every
object, yet it was thought convenient to make our
retreat. The whole matter was, that the scouts
having informed them what they could of our
strength, the six hundred were ordered to march
towards us, and three regiments of foot were drawn
out to support the horse.

I know not whether they would have ventured to
attack us, at least before their foot had come up;
but whether they would have put it to the hazard
or no, we were resolved not to hazard the trial, so
we drew down to the pass; and, as retreating looks
something like running away, especially when an
enemy is at hand, our men had much ado to make
their retreat pass for a march, and not a flight;
and, by their often looking behind them, anybody
might know what they would have done if they had
been pressed.

I confess, I was heartily ashamed when the Scots,
coming up to the place where we had been posted,
stood and shouted at us. I would have persuaded
my lord to have charged them, and he would have
done it with all his heart, but he saw it was not
practicable; so we stood at gaze with them above
two hours, by which time their foot were come up
to them, and yet they did not offer to attack us.
I never was so ashamed of myself in my life; we
were all dispirited; the Scots' gentlemen would